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June

During his pre-demonstration
notes, Roger called on Peter to
speak about  Club projects.

Peter spoke of the Cumbria Tree
project being a portable Club
advertising feature and then
showed our copy of the AWGB
Revolutions magazine, featuring
the East Surrey Club’s ‘Tractor for
Charity’

This comprised about 100 separate turned
pieces. A drawing was made of each piece
and presented to individual, interested
members, along with a suitable blank, to
make the part.

While we don’t wish to do exactly the
same, the principle could be followed and a
toy - possibly a ‘sit on’ one made and
presented,(in a glare of publicity), to a
deserving case.

On the left is a photo of the
East Surrey’s complete model.
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Gordon McIver

Gordon started not with a demo - that would have been messy! - but with a
chat, with exhibits, of using a power washer for sand blasting, using an
attachment available in Halfords. The attachment is shown attached to the
lance, the hose from the front of it
leading down to a bucket of dry
silver sand, just visible under the
lathe.

He had a simple bowl that had been
treated but unfortunately the
change n appearance is very subtle
and is not apparent in photos.

As he pointed out (hardly necessary!) it
is a messy procedure but can be worth it
and, by using masking, can produce
some interesting effects.

After a brief chat about books,
Gordon then told us how Yew is a
favourite wood and the one he was
going to use today.

He is shown holding one bowl that
he hoped to not reproduce but to
make a similar one of a set of
‘fantasy bowls from a book, ‘Multi-
centre Woodturning’ by Ray Hopper
and the white arrow indicates his
choice. (The book is no longer
available from Guild of Master
Craftsmen Publications but can be
obtained from Amazon at prices
ranging from £4.71 to £77.97!)
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The bowl shown here, left, is number
two in the picture from  the book,
(shown on p.2.)

 Also in the picture of Gordon, here
in closer view - just in case any
reader doesn’t recognise a yew
log!)is the material for his intended
bowl.

After a while, now, still spinning, as
on the left and, below, reverse
chucked.

All was then going well until - below
- a slight dig spelled trouble!

As Gordon said, “I think I tried to
take off too much at once.”

It was re-chucked and the jaws
tightened further!…….
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….....and more progress was made
but after some sanding, Gordon
decided that, having shown the
principles, it would look nice when
finished - later, at home.

There are free things in life I'll never understand.
Spelling and counting!!

A father welcomed his daughter's boyfriend at the door and invited him in.
"She'll be right down." he said. "Care for a game of chess?"

I'm reading a very interesting book about anti-gravity.
I just can't put it down.
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Danny Woof

Danny announced his intention to make
a coffee mug tree in oak, then showed
the blanks with which he would work,
a length for the trunk which, as can be
seen, is pre-drilled, Danny considering
it easier to drill this way, using a pillar
drill, than to drill after turning to round.

This was turned first, to a taper, 40mm
to 25mm, with a spigot at the larger
end.

Next
came the base, approximately 7 inches diameter
x 35mm thick (Danny’s mixture of  units of
measurement.  Unlike NASA and their space
mission failures, Danny seems to get it right!)

This was initially mounted on a screw chuck,
trued up and a chucking recess cut.

With it removed
from the screw
chuck and mount-
ed directly on the
chuck, the other
face was trued , a
hole cut to fit the
spigot on the
trunk and the base
itself shaped.

It was then re-
verse chucked onto the hole drilled for the trunk
fitting, with the observation that a little marking
there was not going to be visible.

In the photo, right, a pencil line can be seen on
the large rim, this being a guide for the finished
thickness and this can be seen in the next photo.
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After this stage came the pegs for hanging the
mugs and to avoid audience sleepiness, Dan-
ny only produced two of them in front of us!

Each was produced, using a pattern, to an
overall length of 90mm and a projecting
length of 70mm marked on it.  (These are the
figures as I heard them on the video record-
ing but 20mm into opposite sides of a 25mm
diameter stem seems odd - though easy to
trim.  Ken)

In the picture on the right, below, a line can

be seen close to the chuck.  This is actually the parting off groove but to the
left of it, above the arrow (in white) is another faint line, marking the project-
ing length.

Finally the finial.  Another small blank, quickly turned to round, where a pat-
tern is being used to  mark off,  and then to the finished object - in the picture
on the left being held by its spigot (another part that won’t be seen) while the
other end is being finished.
That spigot sits in a hole drilled in the top of the trunk.  The trunk spigot is

then held (another unseen
part) and a pad used at the
tailstock end while the fin-
ial collar is blended to the
trunk.
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 The finished Mug Tree.

Long grass - the answer

When our lawn mower broke and wouldn't run, my wife kept hinting    to me
that I should get it fixed. But, somehow I always had  something else to take
care of first, the shed, the boat, making beer.. Always something more impor-
tant to me. Finally she  thought of a clever way to make her point.

    When I arrived home one day, I found her seated in the tall grass, busily
snipping away with a tiny pair of sewing  scissors. I watched silently for a
short time and then went into the house. I was gone only a minute, and when I
came out again I handed her a toothbrush. I said, "When you finish cutting the
grass, you might as well sweep the driveway."

The doctors say I will walk again, but I will always have a limp.
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As many of you will remember, one of our members, Gerald Cole, used to col-
lect tools from anyone who decided they were, though in good order, of no
more use to them personally. He lost his storage space, though, due to the
owner’s ill health, and couldn’t continue.

Recently, the Silverdale Parish magazine carried the following article.

Tools for Self Reliance — A Different Approach to Charity.

I've been using tools all my life - I had a workshop in Bentham, and recently
retired after 24 years of making ironwork for churches, public buildings and
old houses. Following and rediscovering traditional methods, involved the
finding and restoring of many ancient tools and pieces of equipment, and that
was always a real pleasure. Now I plan to do even more of the same, for a
charity which will put those tools into the right hands. Please consider whether
you would like to be a link in this chain, by sending something you can spare,
to someone who will treasure it, and use it to good purpose.

Tools for Self Reliance sends refurbished good quality tools to projects and
cooperatives in Africa, and I am planning a collection in your area soon. Some
tools I will refurbish myself, before handing them on to our Leyland centre,
who finish the preparation and sorting, and send them down to headquarters.

If you would like to play a vital part in this work, by donating something,
please contact me, Kerry Burns, on 015242 61034, or 07840309559, or email
kbiron3@gmail.com and I'll arrange to visit at a time to suit you.

Kerry Burns.

Tools for Self Reliance has a website, www.tfsr.org  that is full of information
about what tools are most needed, what they are used for, etc.
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Cataracts  - Ken

Some of you may have these; may well have had them and had the operation.
For those who haven’t, it could well happen in the future.

My optician told me, over 10 years ago (could well be more but the memory
isn’t so good these days).  Now, what was I saying?!  Ah yes, at least 10 years
ago, I was told I had cataracts forming in both eyes and would probably need
them operated on in, say, about 4 years.

When I recently had my annual check - my mother had glaucoma so I’ve been
having annual checks since - I got new specs - and couldn’t see to read! I got a
shadow image in the right eye.  I was referred to the eye clinic at RLI and saw
a surgeon who decided that the time had come for the operation and I had the
right eye operated on at the end of July at Western General.  So far, so good.
Two days after the op and I could see quite well out of it.  At a post-op check a
week afterwards, he detected a very slight tear in the cornea and changed my
eye drops prescription but all continued well for another week - and then I
went blind!

Left eye still OK, with specs;  right eye? Well I could read the top letter and
manage the two letters below it on the wall test chart - just!  It seems there are
5 layers of cells in the cornea and one layer controls the fluid level in it.  Those
cells had failed and my eye was ‘waterlogged’.  Back to the clinic and more
eye drops - every 2 hours, 12 times per day for 2 weeks;  every 4 hours, 6
times per day for two more, which I’m still on but the eye is responding and I
can currently (11th Sept) see quite well with it but it’s a bit weird, with specs,
left eye great, right eye useless.  Without specs, right eye fair to good, left eye
useless and no point in getting corrective specs until both eyes are settled!
I’ve taken the right lens out of one pair, which helps a bit, sometimes but then
have the slight magnification from specs through the left eye, normal through
the other - good for walking into walls!

That’s the background, now my main point. The operation itself always had
me a little concerned.  How could I hope to hold it still while it was being
drilled into? Should anyone needing it be similarly worried?  On my experi-
ence of the operation, I thought it might be useful to recount what I can recall
of that experience.

A couple of main points first. Did it hurt? No.  There were a couple of times
when there was a little discomfort - and eye drops sting slightly. Are there
any snags? I experienced what I imagine is the worst, post operative - the
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cornea problem.  That was, according to the surgeon, trauma induced but it
sometimes happens as an ageing problem anyway.  At the time, he wouldn’t,
or couldn’t give any definite answer as to whether it would recover.  So far it
seems to be doing so.

There’s a pre-op check that involves eye drops to dilate the pupils - so no driv-
ing - and several tests.  None at all painful.  Mine was at R.L.I. eye clinic.

On the day of the op - 9am at Western General in my case, you go to a ward
with chairs - no beds and a wheeled tray with various items laid out on it, in-
cluding several small, clear plastic, packets. These are dilating eye drops.  A
nurse goes through the paperwork with you and applies an eye drop.  Returns
every few minutes to apply another - either 3 or 4 in all.  At some point, you
each then go and see the surgeon and he decides, on the basis of how the drops
have taken, the running order.  When it’s your turn, a nurse turns up with a
wheelchair.  There is no obligation to ride in it but the theatre beckons.*  Once
there, you are asked to make yourself comfortable on a sort of recliner - partic-
ularly get your head comfortable so you’ll be able to keep it still.  Yet more
eye drops.  This time, though, they are to numb the eye and there is then a wait
until they take effect.  A cover is draped over your head and chest and a hole
in it positioned over the eye to be operated on.  This has some sort of light ad-
hesive and sticks in place around the eye.  The surgeon then tells you he’s go-
ing to give you an injection and you’ll feel apparent pressure on the eye.  He
injected what he termed a ‘blocker’ and I did feel some pressure - discomfort
number one.  He then massaged my eye - discomfort number two - to speed up
the spread of the blocker.  I then experience the answer to my ‘How will I be
able to keep my eye still?’  He has you look up, down, left and right and, if
necessary, carries on massaging and repeating the test until you may think
you’re looking up, down, left and right - but he can see your eye is not doing
your bidding!

Everything else is then a bit of a blur - in my mind, that is.  I can remember the
machine they use saying what it was doing - applying ultrasound (that breaks
down the lens), sucking out the lens residue, inserting the new lens and I can
remember seeing a very bright, rectangle of light with two vertical line break-
ing it into three parts and then him saying there was to be another injection that
I’d feel - discomfort number three - and the nurse who had been, literally,
holding my hand (any problem, squeeze my hand) was telling me it was all
over and to be careful as I got up and into the wheelchair - no option this time
- and being wheeled back to the ward.  All over and I was on my way out at
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noon - with a dressing and an eye shield over my right eye and Barbara had me
home by 1pm.

There was a ‘goody bag’ to take home.  Yet more eye drops and instruction to
take them and to wear the eye shield in bed for a couple of weeks, a small bot-
tle of sterile water and dressing to remove any gunge from my eye on the first
morning and a pad of instructions about what to do in the case of problems
(Very handy, that turned out to be!)  During that first night, I woke very early
to find my eye was ‘waking up’ and felt as if it was open and the dressing
against it - discomfort number  four? And I couldn’t close it.  I eased the eye
shield forward and, with some considerable effort, manage to close it, I think.
- anyway, the discomfort eased.

An oddity came during that first day when I combed my hair and found that
though my fingers could feel my scalp, my scalp couldn’t feel anything! It and
the right side of my face were still totally numb from the ‘blocker’, which took
about 48 hours to wear off.

 * Everything was done in theatre by the surgeon on that day.  There is some-
times an anaesthetist to prepare you.  There were only 5 of us on his list that
day though.

One thing remains.  OK, I had a problem, post-op but the whole team, both
during and following the operation have been faultless and I can’t imagine that
anything more could have been done, first to prevent that problem and second,
to deal with it - and with each day, that problems does seem to be being over-
come.

My mate asked me, "Where do you write all of your jokes?"
I said, "On my way home from work."
He said, "On the train?"
I said, "No, on a piece of paper."
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July-Dave (ATKO) Atkinson

Dave opened with a chat about his nickname - ATKO - and that Sue had told
him she knows another Dave Atkinson - who he knows of and that he is
known as ACKO - and seems to attract the ladies!

He was intending to do some thread cutting and make a puzzle/jewellery box
and, time permitting another decorative box.  He showed an example of the
puzzle box and a larger, more intricate one.

Jewellery

Box

Sample
Box

Before starting on the jewellery box, he wanted to demonstrate the art of
thread-cutting and roughed down a piece of boxwood , cut a chucking dovetail
on each end and then two discs, each with a chucking dovetail.  With the first
one in the chuck, he cut a recess in it, explaining that the female thread should
be cut first. Two sketches, below, were produces to show that he finds it better
(right) to cut the recess (just slightly exaggerated) with a taper as shown.  The
sketch on the left shows a slight chamfer where the thread is
to start and the anti-clockwise,circular path of the chaser.  It
also shows the ‘reveal’, a groove cut at the inside end of the
section to be threaded to allow for lifting the



13

chaser clear and not tearing the
thread.

With the recess cut complete with
reveal, Dave started cutting the
thread. With the lathe at 400 rpm and
the chaser held as shown on the left,
the left hand is used to describe an anti-clockwise circle (the right hand only

supporting the handle) and just ‘kissing’
the entrance to the recess.  In this way, the
thread will start and once established, the
chaser can be moved slowly into line with
the piece to deepen the thread, which will
then start to pull it along.

When happy that a full,  clean thread has
been cut,  use an old toothbrush to apply
wax to it.

The male blank is turned down with a slight
taper at the end and the female presented to
it to produce a witness mark and this in turn
used to gauge the required diameter. The
male chaser is then used in a similar fashion
- but a clockwise circle described - to cut
its thread.  If the female will not then fit -
too loose - start again! - too tight, reduce
the diameter of the male slightly and then
cut the thread deeper.   Do not try to use
the chaser to reduce the diameter.  It will
just tear the thread. Repeat as necessary
until the two do fit and use the toothbrush
to apply wax to the male.
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Puzzle/Jewellery Box.

The design, below, uses a collar to
screw into the lid and hold the box body
in place without gripping it, so the body
is free to rotate. Dave roughed another
piece of boxwood as shown and parted
one piece off.

The shorter piece was used to make
the lid, a recess cut in it and threaded and then the Decorating Elf and point
tool used on the inside end of it.

It was then removed and the longer piece used to  turn the collar used to hold
the main body of the box in place but
the thread is cut longer than needed
for the collar. The lid was re-chucked
and the collar screwed into it and fin-
ished with rings carved in it to dis-
guise the joint. Great care was taken
on this operation to make sure the col-
lar didn’t jam in the lid.

The lid was then parted off and the
longer piece of wood re-chucked.

The lid was screwed onto the thread
remaining on it and the outside finished and the Decorating Elf used again on
its top surface.
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Left - the work on the lid top.

Left - The main body of the box turned
from the larger piece after removal of
the collar.

The piece remaining was then turned to a
jam chuck and the body mounted on it for
finishing off.

Below, left, the finished pieces.  Right, the
assembled box.
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At this point, I found that my video
camera was full!  Anyway, Dave
mounted a piece of yew in the lathe
and turned a rough shape.  This was
then chucked and a finial and box

body shaped in it. The finial was parted
off and the box hollowed out, finished
and parted off, the remaining piece be-
ing used to make a jam chuck to hold

the finial while its bottom surface was finished. (below)

                                                                                 The finished box.

Throughout these demo articles, I have, where possible used photos cut from
the videos I took but in some cases have taken some of Bill’s photos from the
CWA website.
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Editorial

One of the first things I noticed about the last newsletter, when I started on this
one, was that I’d headed it ‘April, May & June’!  It should have been ‘March,
April & May’.

I wonder what this issue’s oddity(s) will be!  In theory, since there is no meeting
in August, there should be less scope for blunders.  We shall see….

…. And now - end of August - we do see!

I have written an article - page 9 - about cataracts.  This is my second attempt at
an editorial.  My first was saying that this would be the last newsletter this year
- the world had just stopped, as far as I was concerned, except I was applying
(yet more) eye drops every two hours, day and night.  It could be said that I was
not a happy chappy!

Since then, I am now cautiously optimistic and am hoping to attend the
September and November meetings, complete with video camera - not October,
I’ll be away - and produce a newsletter to bring to the December meeting.

After that, I’ve no idea.  I’ll be depending on Barbara to bring me to and collect
me from the meetings I do get to, since though I feel I could drive, with my eyes
not working in unison, I’m not sure that the police and insurance company
would agree!

It might be prudent to start recruiting a new editor.  I am not prepared to
continue inconveniencing Barbara - to say nothing of doubling the fuel bill for
the trips - on a permanent basis.  I  could, if the articles and photos were got to
me, continue to do the layouts and printing, though.

As I said I’d do, I’ve done a little research into the size of the newsletter and
postage,  I put 16 sheets of A4 into one of the envelopes I use (229 x 162mm)
and weighed it.  It was well inside the 100gm weight limit but seemed too thick.
At the Post Office, that was confirmed so I took 6 sheets out and it was OK but
the post mistress told me 9 sheets was reckoned to be ‘safe’.  I think that would
be an absolute maximum for the newsletter and propose, if I can still be
involved, working to a maximum - not a target - of 8 sheets, giving us front and
rear cover and 30 pages .  I think the largest we’ve had previously has been 6
sheets and as I write this, it’s looking destined to be 5.

The jokes I dot around as fillers come from 3 sources.  One member sends
quite a few; an ex-member sends some; quite a lot come from the internet
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conferencing  system I’m with - Cix or Compulink Information eXchange
where there is a ‘Jokes’ conference.  The layout (and spelling) often requires
some modifying so I copy & paste them into Word, edit them and save them to
a hard drive that I keep the CWA material on.  In the past, I’ve inadvertently
repeated some, so now I’ve started opening the relevant Word document and
cutting & pasting from there, which I hope will help me to not make those er-
rors in the future.

And finally………

A blonde is driving along a country road when she notices a boat in the middle
of a field beside the road. She stops and pulls over. She realises there is anoth-
er blonde in the boat, rowing furiously for all she is worth.
She shouts:
"Hey stupid! What the hell are you doing, rowing a boat in the middle of a
field?!! You'll give all of us blondes a bad name!"
She turns, starts to get back into the car and then turns round again and shouts:
"If I could swim, I'd come right over and give you a piece of my mind!!"

An  elderly man is stopped by the police around 1:00 am, and is asked where
he is going at this time of night.
The man replies, "I am going to a lecture about alcohol abuse and the effects it
has on the human body."
The officer then asks, "Really? Who is giving that lecture at this time of
night?"
The man replies.... "That would be my wife."
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