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Chairman’s Christmas Message.

As Christmas approaches and we look forward to a time of joy whether
it be singing Carols or just enjoying the company of family and friends
or even the peace and quiet of our workshops, I hope a pause for a mo-
ments reflection on the past year of the Cumbria Woodturners Associa-
tion will bring a warm feeling of friendship and satisfaction.  Despite, it
seems, the year having passed even quicker than ever, we can recall
some thoroughly enjoyable meetings in good company with excellent
demonstrations.
Many of you will have been to the recent Woodworking Show in Harro-
gate and probably purchased new tools and sundries to make or enhance
your artistic endeavours. Perhaps you have already had the opportunity
to try them out in making Xmas presents or like myself have ambitious
plans for the future. Either way, next year our Club will celebrate its
20th.Anniversary and I am sure we will all want to make it one of our
very best, so please sharpen those skews and gouges in readiness.
In the meantime, and on behalf of the CWA committee, may I take this
opportunity to wish all our members and their families a Very Happy
Christmas together with Good Health throughout the Coming Year.

This year we suffered the sad loss of a good friend and stalwart member
of our Club in Fred Singleton. Looking back through Fred’s files of
Newsletters from the CWA’s inception I have been reminded of Fred’s
quick wit and his love of verse. I make no excuse for reprinting one of
Fred’s entries from Xmas 1994 when he was Chairman.

As Christmas draws near,
The sound you can hear
In workshops all over the land,
Is the hum of the lathe
As the woodturners shave
All the rough bits
From presents quite grand.

They are using their skills
(With gouges and drills)

They have learned from ideas
flowing free.
Midst the hum and the chat,
“You just do it like that”,
Is the comment you hear over tea.

We have all learned a lot
From the videos we’ve got
Of the demo’s we’ve had through
the year,
By the men who have shown
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Their tricks little known:
They’ve travelled from far and
from near.

As we all make the things
That Santa Claus brings,
For family and friends near and

dear,
From the Chair and Committee,
 (None of them pretty!)
Merry Christmas and a Happy
New year!  Author:
Fred Singleton.

Fred Singleton : A tribute

Like all of us, I and my family had a great regard for Fred and all his
remarkable qualities. Members will remember his beautifully crafted
laburnum wood spinning wheel, which frequently took pride of place
on the annual Revolutions exhibition table. Fred came to feel however
that the wheel should move on and he placed a sale notice on it. Our
family were happily able to acquire the wheel, both for us and to keep
it within CWA. Ever since Diana and our daughter Rachael have kept
it in regular use, spinning in front of log fires over winter. My job is
to give it a good polish twice a year with Renaissance wax. The wool
spun on the wheel is taken exclusively from British breeds, providing a
rare resource of native wool for knitting and other crafts and is sold at
Rachael's shop, "Prick Your Finger," in east London. The wheel is not
a mere ornament, but enshrines so much of Fred; it is made from the
very best of selected laburnum, it is
beautifully turned and crafted. In keep-
ing with Fred, the action of the wheel is
perfectly balanced and quietly performs
each task smoothly and precisely. It
will always be treasured and hopefully
it will be exhibited from time to time at
Revolutions.

David Matthews and family
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Thank you Fred.

The CWA does more than just exposing us to the woodturning world. It
brings together people of all backgrounds where new friendships are
formed. One such example is that of Fred Singleton who became a good
friend of Jean and myself for almost 20 years.
We much admired his joinery skills with his earlier building firm of
“Martin & Singleton” and more recently with his help in our household
improvements. Fred’s spirit of adventure was truly enviable with his
remarkable fitness and love of the Lakeland fells. He shared with us his
many escapades into foreign lands on his trekking expeditions.
Fred was a member of our group since the very early days and his con-
tribution to our  woodturning group was beyond anyone’s expectations,
using his secretarial skills to keep the group on an even keel for so many
years.
We will greatly miss him.
One certainty in our Christmas newsletters was always a statement from
our current Chairman, a Christmas message from Bill Ross and a poem
from Fred. Below is a reminder of Fred with his poem from the 2000
issue.

THE TIME IS HERE.

            The time's here again to make some creations,
            To bring Christmas joy to friends and relations.
            So grind up your gouge and sharpen your skew,
            Put your thinking cap on and produce something new.

            There's so many things you can make on your lathe,
            And a most welcome bonus is the money you save.
            Your friends will be pleased you have taken such pains,
            To make for them gifts with such beautiful grains.

            So get in your workshop and get things a turning.
            We all know that wood is not just for burning.
            The things that you make can give so much pleasure,
            Gifts for your loved ones they always will treasure.
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             And if as your making that beautiful bowl,
            Something goes wrong and it develops a hole!
            Then fit an inlay into the base,
            If you do it quite neatly you'll never lose face.
            It's the time-tested way of disguising a hole,
            The secret of success is:

                DON'T TELL A SOUL!                               Alf Garner

And another one that I think Fred would approve of -

Miss Me But Let Me Go
Author: Anonymous

                          When I come to the end of the road
                          And the sun has set for me
                          I want no rites in a gloom-filled room
                          Why cry for a soul set free?

                          Miss me a little-but not too long
                          And not with your head bowed low
                          Remember the love that we once shared
                          Miss me-but let me go

                          For this is a journey that we all must take
                          And each must go alone.
                          It's all part of the Master's plan
                          A step on the road to home

                          When you are lonely and sick of heart
                          Go to the friends we know
                          And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds
                          Miss me but let me go.

          Editor
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THE IRISH WOODTURNERS ANNUAL SEMINAR

Report from Bryan Wilson

Along with Bill, Roger and Alan, I attended the 26th Annual Seminar of
The Irish Woodturners.

The three of them had been last year and after them telling me all about
it I was keen to go. I don’t know if they invited me or I invited my-
self!!!!

We left Kendal on the 1st October driving up to Stranraer and getting
the afternoon ferry to Belfast. The only instructions from my wife to the
other 3 were "do not let him lead you off" as apart from liking a glass of
wine I am partial to the Irish Guinness!!

We then drove from Belfast (at least Bill did) to Armagh - the sat nav
really wanted us to go to Scarborough so we reverted back to a road at-
las.

We arrived at our Bed & Breakfast to be welcomed by Alice and   Der-
mot McBride, this was on the outskirts of Armagh - definitely a place to
be recommended for their friendliness, sense of humour and of course
the food.

The Exhibition was held in The Ar-
magh City Hotel.
Friday morning was the day for get-
ting organised- we were given name
badges and a programme and the
exhibitions were set up. Bill and
Roger took 2 items each and I took
one piece to enter in the instant gal-
lery, I was entered into the begin-
ners section and for Bill and Roger
the goal posts had been moved from
last year as the pieces taken were
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placed in the professional category. Demonstrations began at 2.00pm -
and tea and biscuits at 3.00pm after which there were demonstrations
until 5.30pm. The official opening of the seminar was at 8.00pm, fol-
lowed by a dinner (and a little tipple) where we were introduced to the
main demonstrators. But there were   another 11 besides these.

Sam Abernethy- Ulster chapter
Benoit Averley-France
Margaret Garrard- Yorkshire
Stuart Mortimer-World renowned spiral woodturner
Malcolm Tibbetts- Segmented woodturner USA (Bill’s hero)
Eric Turner- Production Turner of over 40 years -Ireland

Saturday there were 4 sessions lasting 1 1/2 hours and there were 9
demonstrations in each section . The biggest problem was making up
your mind who to go and watch when there was such a great choice. I
managed one session with each of the above and picked up some useful
tips - whether I remember them is another thing. The day ended with a
gala dinner (another little tipple) and we were all given a very interest-
ing book "The First 25 years of The Irish Woodturners Guild".

Sunday was another day of demonstrations and of course the presenta-
tions after dinner where Bill came second in the professional class with
his “Fleur de Lea" (cover picture) which was a great achievement and I
as a beginner was told what I had done wrong

The four of us enjoyed this show so much that we booked our Bed and
Breakfast for next year.

From Roger Busfield, re Saturday,14th November meeting.

Half day, “Hands-on.”

The committee would like to thank most sincerely all the members who
attended,made tea and washed up (although boiler was out of order)
Thanks also to those members who brought  3 lathes and also the partic-
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Xmas 09

Dear Friends,
  When I retired from the active ministry one of my
churches gave me a sum of money with which I purchased a
woodturning lathe. I attended a three day course at Alan Batty's home
near Ripon and began my woodturning life but I have never forgottten
that my first calling was to be a minister of the gospel. When the
Cumbria Woodturning Association decided to publish a newsletter I
agreed to write something for the Christmas Issue and I have done so
ever since but I have decided that this must be my last but first I want to
thank you all for what you have done for me. In the sixty years of my
ministry the C.W.A. is the only organisation to which I have belonged
which is not church based,  that is, not made up of people who have
openly confessed their belief and dependence on God.  Some of you
attend church regularly, others rarely or not at all, but you all have given
me your friendship, and have also helped me to know that most people
are basically good people, they are not self centred, they care for others
and always seek to produce their best. The evidence for this is clearly
seen in the support you give to Derian |House, the time and effort you
so freely give to running C.W.A. and the beauty of the things you make.
A very big THANKYOU.

  I  looked back at the letter I wrote last year and see that I
wrote about Christmas being the time when we should not just think
about the baby Jesus but about the man Jesus, the man who kept on
challenging the ethical standards that religious people of his day were
taking as their norm,  spending his time largely with the poor ordinary
folk, and our need to encourage young people to take as their role
models, not the football heroes or pop stars of present fame, but people
who have the same attitude to life as Jesus. This year, as Christmas
approaches, our minds are filled with the thoughts of the credit crunch,
the greed of men in high places, the rising total of ordinary people who,
despite endless time spent queuing, or writing applications, are still
unemployed; thoughts of climate change or of the war in Afghanistan.
I wonder what chance there is for the people of the South Pacific to
have a Happy Christmas when they survey the wreckage of their homes
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from the tsunami and are for ever wondering when the next underwater
earthquake will cause another tsunami to race towards them.  Or what
thoughts of a happy Christmas come to a Kenyan or Ethiopian  farmer
as he surveys his drought stricken fields and thinks of his children.
What chance of a happy Christmas for  the unemployed with a family
too young to understand all that unemployment means, or the low paid
family who have got behind with their mortgage payments and under
threat of eviction from their home, or the family who have lost a much
loved son fighting in Afghanistan.  Today we live in a global village and
especially at Christmas we should spend time thinking of our global
neighbours, especially when we are told that we must love our
neighbours as ourselves.   In our Church we give out Christian Aid
envelopes to be used at the Christmas Dinner when everyone  can make
a gift that will help someone in need, or today there is that lovely
system whereby instead of sending a gift to someone who you  think has
everything they need already, you can make a gift to a charity which
will buy a goat, or a cockerel and hens for some poor farmer and your
friend is told of your gift on their behalf. The main thing is not just to
think of the poor but to do something. We will be singing carols about
peace and goodwill to all men. We can do little as individuals about
international peace but we can all show goodwill to others and may that
be our theme this Christmas, that is in addition to giving that special
present to our partner, to the other members of our family - and no
doubt eating too much.

  I do hope that you and yours will have a truly happy
Christmas and that the New Year will bring you nothing but good.

                     Sincerely,

          Bill Ross
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September

Ian Forster

Ian made a welcome return and start-
ed by turning a cross-grain bowl in
ash.  He told us he always knocks the corner off his chucking dovetail,
just in case there is dust trapped in the jaws, so avoiding any resultant
'throw'.

Since he regularly makes this size of
bowl (for needlework groups) he has
made stepped chuck jaws of wood to
make reverse chucking easy when
finishing the bottom of the bowl.

For the lid, he had mounted the
blank on a piece of scrap wood, us-

ing hot melt glue.  This glue chuck,
he said, is best when freshly glued -
and as if to prove the point, having
been glued before he set off for
Burneside - it failed.  After re-glue-
ing and turning with no further inci-
dent, it was then difficult to
remove!
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Being cross grain, the wood *is* going to move and to ensure the lid
remains free, he doesn't attempt to make it a very close fit.

He continued by carrying out a ap-
praisal of members' work, raising
many useful points on ways of im-
proving work.

He then turned a 'bronze' bowl - in
oak, beading it with the Ashley Isles
beading tool.  It was then ebonised,
using a gas torch; acrylic Art Bronze
rubbed on (available from art and
craft shops); applied verdigris wax
and then finished with paste wax and
gilt cream for highlighting.

He finished by making a solitaire board, turning a board flat - but with
chamfered edges to make picking it up easer - and then using a router
with guide collar and 1/2" rounded cutter and home-made plywood jig
to cut the holes.  The centre hole of the 33 hole jig was located centrally
on the board by a pointer with a
handle the same size as the holes,
the pointer picking up a centre
dimple deliberately applied during
the turning.  The holes are at a pitch
of approx 1 1/16"
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October
Roger Busfield.

Roger produced four pieces - a
rocking box

a three sided box

                                   a pyramid box

and a textured box, sprayed with
satin black car spray!

Due to health problems, I was unable to stay for this demonstration and
have had to purloin the photos - with Bill’s permission - from the web-
site.

I am assured that it was a show well up to Roger’s usual standard.
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November

This meeting, a ‘Hands On’ day for members but also open to the pub-
lic, was introduced by Gordon McIver.  He started by informing anyone
who didn’t already know, about Fred’s death from cancer.

He went on to say that the committee would like more members to be-
come involved with the Bowness  exhibition and sale (Revolutions),
either exhibiting, selling, demonstration or stewarding, only 16 or 17
having been involved this year.  For 2010, it is proposed that tables will
be allocated at the AGM, when lots will be drawn.  This means that all
members will know their position well in advance of the week.

The Clubs’ 20th Anniversary lunch will be on the 28th February 2010.
The menu and signing up sheet will be on the board for the next 3 meet-
ings.  Please try and celebrate our 20 years.

For the meeting, there were 4 lathes, manned by Roger Busfield, Bill
Robinson , Danny Woof and Gordon McIver, all demonstrating and
available for tuition - Barbara enjoyed her lesson from Gordon,coming
away with her very own carrier bag handle.
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Some of Roger’s output...

And Bill’s...

A Blast from the Past

On page 15  is a re-arrangement of the cutting below, (originally 21cm
tall and 20 cm wide) passed to me
by Alf Garner in response to hav-
ing been asked how and when the
club started life. I tried scanning it
and placing it directly on a page -
with no success - so to make it
readable have had to carve it up a
bit!
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EVENING MAIL, TUESDAY, JULY 31, 1990

Woodcraft revival
beckons sculptors

IF YOU'VE ever yearned to try your hand at transforming a shapeless
hunk of wood into a thing of beauty then a new group recently formed in
South Lakeland is beckoning you.

Local members of the Association of Woodturners of Great Britain meet at the
Grizedale Crafts Workshop, in Grizedale Forest, every third Saturday of the month.

The group was formed a month ago largely through the efforts of the current
artist-in-residence at the Grizedale Sculpture Centre, Merryll Saylan. It held its second
meeting last Saturday (21). Anyone can join.

Two local woodturners who did so are Arthur Barnsfleld, from Barrow, and Tony
Milledge, from Lowick Bridge.

Merryll, who comes from Berkley, California, began her residency at the Grizedale
gallery, near the Theatre in the Forest, in February.

RESPONSE
She invited 'any interested woodturners to come along and become part of this group.'
The meetings consist of discussions and demonstrations with topics such as tools,

turning projects and timber supply.
The association was set up in Loughbor-

ough in 1987 to bring together woodturn-
ers, address some of their needs and foster
greater awareness of the turner's art and
craft.

Local chapters have been formed all over
the country but the one at Grizedale is
the first in this area. 'I thought it would
be great to get a group off the ground
locally and I think it's

wonderful that we have had such a good
response so far with turners coming from
as far afield as Lancaster and Penrith.

Merryll will be at Grizedale Gallery
as artist in residence until next February
and while here plans to organise collec-
tions of her work for display.

She has some fine examples of her own
work in wood on display including bowls,
plates and platters, and she also likes to
make small items of furniture as well.

Husband Edward, who used to run a photo
lab in Hollywood, plans to put his photo-
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Competition
Your choice, providing it's turned from a piece of wood initially ap-
prox. 6" X 6" X 2". An old favourite which has produced surprising
results. Our last competition, held in July 2001, with this task resulted
in many entries. To mention just a few here is a selection of  those en-
tries:- A miniature dovecote on stand, a vase, a pen set, flowers in a
vase, platters, clothes pegs, bowl of fruit, serviette rings on stand, a
novelty game, bowl, ring /  jewellery stands, etc.

This should give you some ideas of the range and scope available!
As last year the entries will be judged by the membership attending the
AGM and note should be taken of the ideas and innovation as well as
turning skills involved.
As well as the honour of receiving the trophy for the year there will be
a cash prizes.

Alf Garner

More from Alf, on a lighter note!

The computer swallowed Grand-
dad
Yes, honestly it’s true.
He pressed ‘control’ and ‘enter’
And disappeared from view.

It devoured him completely
The thought just makes me
squirm.
He must have caught a virus
Or been eaten by a worm.

I’ve searched through the recycle
bin
And files of every kind:
I’ve even used the Internet,
But nothing did I find.

In desperation, I asked Google
My searches to refine.
The reply from him was negative
Not a thing was found ‘on-line’.

So if inside your ‘Inbox’
My Granddad you should see
Please ‘Copy’, ‘Scan’ and ‘Paste’
And send him back to me!
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CREATIVE PUNS FOR "EDUCATED MINDS”

 1. The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumfer-
ence.  He acquired his size from too much pi.

 2. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out
to be an optical Aleutian.

 3. She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still.
 4. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class because it

was a weapon of math disruption.
5. The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a little behind in his

work.
6. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be stationery.
7. A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited for littering.
8. A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in Linoleum

Blownapart.
9. Two silk worms had a race.  They ended up in a tie.
10. Time flies like an arrow.  Fruit flies like a banana.
11. A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall.  The police are look-

ing into it.
12. Atheism is a non-prophet organization.
13. Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway.  One hat said to

the other, 'You stay here; I'll go on a head.'
14. I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger.  Then it hit me.
15. A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre said: 'Keep off the Grass.'
16. A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a hospital.

When his grandmother telephoned to ask how he was, a nurse said,
'No change yet.'

17. A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
19. The short fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small medi-

um at large.
20. The man who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is now a sea-

soned veteran.
21. A backward poet writes inverse.
22. In democracy it's your vote that counts.  In feudalism it's your count

that votes.
23. When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of religion.
24. Don't join dangerous cults: Practice safe sects!
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THE AMISH ELEVATOR

An Amish boy and his father were in a mall. They were amazed by al-
most everything they saw, but especially by two shiny, silver walls that
could  move apart and then slide back together again.

The boy asked, "What is this Father?"

The father (never having seen an elevator) responded, "Son, I  have nev-
er seen anything like this in my life, I don't know what it is"

While the boy and his father were watching with amazement, a fat, old
lady in a wheel chair moved up to the moving walls and pressed a but-
ton.

The walls opened and the lady rolled between them into a small room.

The walls closed and the boy and his father watched the small circular
numbers above the walls light up  sequentially. They continued to watch
until it reached the  last number and then the numbers began to light in
the reverse order.

Finally the walls opened up again and a gorgeous 24-year-old blond
stepped out.

The father said quietly to his son....."Go get your  mother."

From Bob Brennan
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Editorial

Not much to add.  Ian Forster doesn’t have a web site - well, not that I
can find.  One or two sites of some interest - though none are to do with
wood.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=518XP8prwZo  is a clever use of sand
painting! By Kseniya Simonova of the Ukraine.
That is a single clip.

www.sandfantasy.com/ is a site with several more of the same craft by
Ilana Yahav.                                      Ken

Importance  of Walking

  1/ Walking 20 minutes can  add to your life. This enables you at 85
years old to spend an additional 5 months in a  nursing home at $7000
per  month.
  2/ My grandpa started walking five miles a day when he was 60.. Now
he's 97 years old...and  we haven't a clue where he  is.
  3/  I like long  walks, especially when  they are taken by people who
annoy me.
  4/  The only reason I would  take up walking is so that  I could hear
heavy breathing again.
  5/  I have to  walk early in the  morning, before my brain figures out
what I'm  doing..
 6/  I joined a health club last  year, spent about 400 bucks.  Haven't lost
a  pound....apparently you have to actually go there.
  7/  Every time I hear the dirty word  'exercise', I wash my  mouth out
with chocolate.
  8/  I do have flabby thighs, but fortunately my stomach covers  them.
  9/  The advantage of exercising  every day is so when you  die, they'll
say, 'Well,  he looks good doesn't he.'
 10/  If you are going to try cross-country  skiing, start with a  small
country.
 11/  I know I got a lot of exercise the last few years,......just getting over
the hill was  enough.

http://
http://
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 12/  We all get heavier as we get  older, because there's a  lot more
information in our skulls.  That's my story and I'm sticking to  it.
 13/ Every time I start thinking too  much about how I  look, I just find a
Happy Hour and by the time I leave, I look just  fine.

From Bob Brennan
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