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December Meeting

About two dozen members attended December’s ‘Bring and Tell’ and saw the story
related to this issue’s cover - Donald telling us how Bill and Roger took Ireland by
storm! - taking place.

They had attended the Annual
Seminar of the Irish
Woodturners Guild at the
Diamond Coast Hotel,
Enniscrone, near Sligo, where
Bill took 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes
in the segmented section, while
Roger took 3rd in the spindle turning.  As if that
wasn’t enough, they’ve also both gained
admittance to the Register of Professional
Turners.  They showed the winning items and
their winning certificates.

Quote from Bill:-  Demonstrator/presenters were
Bill Henry, Cindy Drozda, David Springett,

Jean-Francois Escoulen,Nick Agar, Ray Key, Willie Steadman,Tom McCosh,Liam
O'Neill, Tony Wilson, and Mark Baker. A full report was made in the "Woodturning"
magazine No. 197 February 2009 where I have two photos published of my entries out
of the three that I took 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes for the segmented section Roger taking a
3rd prize in the spindle section. The event was exceptionally well organised and
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who attended. The real sweetener for Roger and myself
was taking the prize money out of Ireland without getting lynched, but it did go a long
way towards paying for one of the ferry crossings.

The meeting continued with other members showing
what had been occupying their time - Bryan Wilson
with a laminated box he’d ‘rescued’ after its rapid
departure from Bill’s lathe.  He’d repaired the damage

and them made
a new lid and
foot.  He also
showed some
turned bells.
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More segmented turning came from Danny Woof, as well as a
large candlestick turned from wych elm - with a rather lethal

spike to hold the candle in place!.

Roger, as well as his prize
winning trembleur had brought

a string puzzle, a ‘plum pudding’ on an offset turned
stand and a ‘mobius curve’.

Peter Osborne had two very different dishes from the
halves of a laburnum log
and also a yew vase, while
Gordon Emerson had
another ‘rescued’ item, a beautifully textured and
ebonised, offset bowl.  The ‘rescue’ in question, he
explained, was that the screws holding it to the faceplate
had gone through the bottom, so he inserted another
piece, ebonised on one side which formed the foot.

Lionel Pinchbeck had brought a cleverly turned duck,
with a flickering light in its back while yours truly brought
some Christmas crackers, turned using Sue Harker’s
design in Woodturning as a guide, plus a jig used to staple
these newsletters!
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Revolutions 18

The time for this event is galloping up on us!  It is to be held this year - at the Rayrigg
Rooms, as always, from 22nd May to 29th May, 10am to 4.30 pm daily.  Included with
this edition is a form for applying for table space and, if you are able, to volunteer to
assist.

Please tick the relevant boxes and return to Fred Singleton, either in person or posted to
him at the address on it’s reverse side and note, please, that just telling Fred is not
enough.  He needs it on paper or it may get lost in the mass of work involved!

With this proviso all entries are very welcome. They must be marked with member’s
club number and a price or a ‘not for sale’ label.  Contributions for sale on the Charity
table are also very much appreciated.  Please mark these with a ‘C’ and a suggested price.

WHAT WE SENIOR CITIZENS ARE WORTH (from a lady’s point of
view)

We have silver in our hair, gold in our teeth, stones in our kidneys, lead in our feet and
gas in our stomachs  I have become older since I saw you last and a few changes have
come into my life. Frankly, I have become a frivolous old woman. I am seeing six
gentlemen every day.

As soon as I wake up Will Power helps me out of bed. Then I go to see Jimmy Riddle.
Then its time for breakfast with Mr Kellog followed by the refreshing company of Mr
Tetley or my other friend , who I only know by his initials P.G. Then comes someone I
don’t like at all, Arthur Itis.He knows he is not welcome but insists on being here and
stays for the rest of the day. Even then he doesn’t like to stay in one place so he takes
me from joint to joint

After such a hectic day I am glad to get to bed and Johnny Walker too.
Oh yes I am now flirting with Al Zhiemer. The Vicar came the other day and said at my
age I should be thinking of the hereafter. I told him I did all the time, for no matter where
I am the bedroom, kitchen,sitting room or garden: I ask myself "Now what am I here
after?" I will close now and hope that Will Power is your constant companion but do
make sure that friend Emma Royd does not creep up on you from behind, and watch out
for that crafty Gerry Atric. All this and an extra 25 pence on your pension when you
reach the age of 80.
With all these assets how can you be poor?

Contributed by Bill Robinson
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January Meeting

For this, half day meeting, Mark Raby, of Chestnut
Products Ltd, came and demonstrated his wares.  He
used pieces produced by Roger Busfield and Donald
Brookes to, first of all, use his abrasives - Abranet
through the grades to 600, followed by Nyweb green,
then red, then grey and finally, white, each time
stopping the piece and sanding longitudinally.

The piece was then wiped with ‘Tackyrag’ to remove
traces of dust
before

applying sanding sealer and then demonstrating
different polishes and, in some cases, stains.

The pieces that Mark was given to work on......

And one of them in the final stages.

And another one, showing that Mark always
covered the lathe bed with a protective sheet
when about to apply sealant or finish.
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From a personal point of view, I have seen Mark at several woodworking shows but,
being fairly deaf, have never been able to hear him above the background noise.  This
demonstration, on ‘home ground’ was a treat for me and when Barbara asked me to
prepare a piece of wood to try painting on with stains bought from Mark, I followed the
newly learnt techniques and the advice to keep fingers off the newly finished surfaces.
We both thought the finish produced was excellent - though I still have some way to go
with the polishing that resulted!

Some of Mark’s own demonstration
pieces.

Hillbilly Love Poem

 Suzy Lee done fell in love, She planned to marry Joe.
 She was so thrilled about it all, she told her Pappy so.

 Pappy told her, "Suzy Gal, you'll have to find another.
 I'd just as soon yo ma don't know, but Joe is yo half-brother."

 So Suzy soon forgot her Joe and planned to many Will.
 But after telling Pappy this, he said, "There's trouble still."

 "You can't marry Will, my gal, and please don't tell yo mother,
 Cause Will and Joe and several more, they all is yo half-brother."

 But Mama knew and said, "Honey chile, do what makes yo happy.
 Marry Will or marry Joe, you ain't no kin to pappy!"
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Producing the Newsletter.

Over the years, I’ve assembled a reasonable computer system that makes editing the
Newsletter fairly easy - once I can get the hang of it!

The hardest part is gleaning the material to put into it - which is why I
keep asking you for your input.  It doesn’t matter what form this input
takes.  One of the items at my disposal is a scanner, (right, shown
open)} so I can take a picture or document, place it face down on the
scanner, lower the top and, using programs in the computer, translate
the picture into a digital one or ‘OCR’ the document - OCR means
Optical Character Recognition and can ‘read’, with reasonable
accuracy, quite a lot of different text forms.  If that fails, another, voice
recognition program enables me to read the document to the computer
and it will type it out for me!

Having got all the data together, I then use two
other programs, one, Serif’s PhotoPlus to make
any pictures the size I want to use and, unless
intending to print in colour, as on this issue
cover, change them to shades of grey -
greyscale. (PhotoPlus is on the screen of the
left hand monitor(TV screen)

The other program is again a Serif one,
PagePlus and on the right is a view of what I
see on screen.  On the left is a vertical (Portrait
view) of the page being edited.  To the right is
a panel with all the pages represented and I can
select from that panel, which page I want to
make the current one for editing.  The pages in
that panel are numbered in sequence from 1
upward but the program automatically sets
them in the correct order for printing in the
booklet form you are now reading.  I can also
easily add or remove pages but have to do so
four pages at a time.

Once everything is edited there, I can tell the program to print it out and print a copy for
Barbara to proof read  (Can you spot your own typing errors?!)

I can then print however many copies are wanted - currently 96 - but, since I don’t have
a printer that will print both sides automatically (they cost rather a lot!), I use the one
shown above the right hand monitor (centre picture), or a different printer, not shown,
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for colour, and print all the page 1s, turn them
over and print all the page 2s and so on.
Then comes the tedious part, sorting all the pages
into individual piles (usually on my bed!).  Once
that is done, the stapling jig I showed at the
December meeting comes into action, one pile at
a time, onto the jig, two staples and back to
another heap on the bed.

Hopefully, a second jig I have just made will now help
make the penultimate job a little less tedious - folding .
The jig is shown on the right and is simply a couple of
sheets of MDF with a sharp edge in a beech capping strip.
Where the piece of board is resting against it is a strip of
wood at the height, half an A4 sheet below that sharp
edge.  The Newsletter is placed on that strip, the board
raised to hold it in place against the jig and the protruding
half folded down the opposite side,  Saves all the corner
to corner fumbling!

The envelopes are printed using the same printer, using another feature of PagePlus -
Mailmerge.  All the names and addresses are in one file (hence one need for the data
protection form) and another file has lines in it which positions those names and
addresses into the right positions on each envelope and we’re ready for the final stage -
packing a Newsletter, plus whatever else the various committee members want in with
them, into each envelope.

After that, along to Burneside to distribute as many as possible to members attending,
take the remaining ones home, add stamps and post them.  Since the postage cost almost
double the production of Newsletter and envelope, it really does help keep the Club’s
costs down if you can collect your copy at the meeting.  An alternative is to go
‘paperless’.  Anyone with a computer and internet access is welcome to opt for being
sent their copy as an Acrobat Reader, .pdf file instead.  (You'll even get it a day or two
earlier.!)  Just send me an email but, since there is an increasing amount of spam being
received, put ‘Newsletter delivery’ in the subject line.  It can be sent to either email
address shown on the back page.

Ken
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February Meeting.

This was a “members’ demos”, half day
meeting.

David Matthews was ‘first on’, giving a chat
about bowl turning and showing several
examples of his own efforts, including the one
below, which he used to explain some of the
rules used to finish with a bowl pleasing to the

eye.

David was followed by Danny Woof who turned
a box from cherry, fitted with a ceramic lid.

Danny, in turn, was followed by Mark Ongly, who
turns bowls made from cat litter!  Well, as he
explains in his own article (Page 12), cat litter is
one of the materials he uses to decorate them.

That’s one, on the right.

The morning finished with Bryan Wilson, who showed
us some of the games he produces and turned one of the
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pegs used in
them. And
then went on
to describe a
more recent
venture, a
dish patterned
by accurately
positioning
laminations
of contrasting
woods.

Bryan has also produced a separate article that follows.

Demonstration by club members
February 21' 2009
Bryan Wilson
I was approached by Gordon McIver asking me if I would be willing to talk
to the club along with other members on some of my woodturning- the idea
being for members who have not demonstrated before at our monthly
meetings. I agreed, thinking talking for 20 minutes or so would be fine and
then he dropped the bombshell and said you will he expected to turn also!. I
did not think then that it was such a good idea with all the "professionals"
watching but with my arm up my back I agreed and thought for 20 minutes I
could maybe carry it off.

Gordon suggested to me that as I am interested in making wooden games and
some require small pegs maybe I could make some of these but 1 thought that
would not last for 20 minutes.

My next thought was that for the 2008 revolutions I made some bowls for display
by laminating a different coloured wood diagonally through the blanks both
ways before turning and these created quite a lot of interest with the visitors
at the exhibition.
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There, that was my 20 minutes sorted and on the day I quite enjoyed doing
this demonstration apart from 1 or 2 hecklers on the front row - no names
mentioned !!!!

Just a short explanation on how I do this . Looking at the end of a blank, I first
cut the blank diagonally corner to corner and then I glue a thin piece of a
different coloured wood in between ( a contrast of light and dark wood
works well.)

First cut                                  glued with different
                            wood inserted

When set cut again          finished blank ready with
from opposite corners            the two laminations for
      you to turn

The inside of the finished bowl will look like this two rings from the laminates
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Inlay using Cat litter and Car filler.
As used by: Mark Ongley.

I have been asked to include details in the Newsletter as some of you couldn’t hear me
for which I apologise; I appear to have quietened down a little * after having spent so
long having to raise my voice I spotted an article about a cheaper method of inlay in an
old Woodturning magazine, and it grew from there.
Basically you use Resin and Hardener bought from any Motor repair/ car maintenance
shop , or as I was informed at the meeting a Boat yard, like the one behind the Bryce,
and any colouring agent you can, I use any form of powder paint as this mixes well with
the resin.
After turning the piece you are going to inlay, be it a box, vase, or bowl, I cut a groove
into the piece where the inlay is going to be poured, this is cut as a rebate to a depth of
1/4”,  I like to give some depth so that it gives a little play when cleaning up the surface.
I then pour some resin into a plastic cup, similar to a yoghurt pot, but be careful as some
plastics heat up and melt before you use the mixture, it’s a case of “pour it and see”.
Judge the amount you need by eye, then take some cat litter, without the large lumps, or
straight from the bag if you prefer, and mix in with the resin, choose the colour you want
and mix that in with the resin and cat litter until you get the colour consistency you
require.
                    AT THIS POINT, THEN ADD THE HARDENER,

Daft as it may seem I have seen somebody put it in at the start and wonder why he ended
up with an odd shaped resin lolly, I suppose you could sell it on E Bay as pop art.
Once again it’s a case of working out how much hardener you put in, as to how long or
short a time you want the resin to cure off, I found that a short length,of about ¼”
suffices, I then leave the piece for about an hour to cure before turning off the excess.
The hardened resin can be like stone, as I found out when I first tried this method, sparks
flew everywhere, and the edge on the chisel went right out of the window. The chisel
will need constant  attention and don’t be afraid to give the resin some “Welly” as it is
hard, it just seems to get harder the longer you leave it.
Once cleaned up you just need to put some sealer on or oil if you are oiling the item and
polish to finish.
I have found that you can use Sago, large or small, Rice, and even desiccated coconut
to give an effect, just use you imagination and the possibilities are endless. The same
with the use of colour, also you can colour the cat litter, if you soak it in a colour for a
couple of hours, drain and let dry then and to the resin it gives a good effect.

One thing I have to advise in all of this, DON’T LET THE WIFE CATCH YOU
NICKING STUFF FROM HER STORE CUPBOARD.
Best of luck.

. * (I think it was more because of the interest generated that I was asked to approach
you about it - Ed)
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A child's view of the Bible

A child was asked to write a book report on The Bible. The result:

The Children's Bible in a Nutshell

In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness,
and some gas. The Bible says, 'The Lord thy God is one, but I think He must be a lot
older than that.

Anyway, God said, 'Give me a light!' and someone did. Then God made the world. He
split the Adam and made Eve. Adam and Eve were naked, but they weren't embarrassed
because mirrors hadn't been invented yet.

Adam and Eve disobeyed God by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the
Garden of Eden. Not sure what they were driven in though, because they didn't have
cars.

Adam and Eve had a son, Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel.
Pretty soon all of the early people died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like
a million or something.

One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids
was kind of a Ham. Noah built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it.
He asked some other people to join him, but they said they would have to take a rain
check.

After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob was more famous than his brother
Esau, because Esau sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast. Jacob had
a son named Joseph who wore a really loud sports coat.

Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston. Moses
led the Israel Lights out of Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after God sent ten
plagues on Pharaoh's people. These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no
cable.

God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti. Then he gave them His Top Ten
Commandments. These include: don't lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your
neighbour’s stuff.

Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humour thy father and thy mother.
One of Moses' best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible guy to use spies. Joshua
fought the battle of Geritol and the fence fell over on the town.
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After Joshua came David. He got to be king by killing a giant with a slingshot. He had
a son named Solomon who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines. My teacher says
he was wise, but that doesn't sound very wise to me.

After Solomon there were a bunch of major league prophets. One of these was Jonah,
who was swallowed by a big whale and then barfed up on the shore. There were also
some minor league prophets, but I guess we don't have to worry about them.

After the Old Testament came the New Testament. Jesus is the star of The New. He was
born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn too, because my mom is
always saying to me, 'Close the door! Were you born in a barn?' It would be nice to say,
'As a matter of fact, I was.')

During His life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the Pharisees and the
Republicans.

Jesus also had twelve opossums. The worst one was Judas Asparagus. Judas was so evil
that they named a terrible vegetable after him.

Jesus was a great man. He healed many leopards and even preached to some Germans
on the Mount. But the Republicans and all those guys put Jesus on trial before Pontius
the Pilot. Pilot didn't stick up for Jesus. He just washed his hands instead.

Anyways, Jesus died for our sins, and then came back to life again. He went up to
Heaven but will be back at the end of the Aluminium. His return is foretold in the book
of Revolution.

New Alphabet
The Alphabet

A is for apple, and B is for boat,
That used to be right, but now it won't float.
Age before beauty is what we once said,
But let's be a bit more realistic instead.

Now

The New Alphabet

A's for arthritis;
B's the bad back,
C's the chest pains,
Perhaps cardiac?
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D is for dental decay and decline,
E is for eyesight, can't read that top line!
F is for fissures and fluid retention,
G is for gas which we'd rather not mention.

H  High blood pressure--We'd rather it low;
I  For incisions with scars you can show.
J is for joints, out of socket, won't mend,
K is for knees that crack when they bend.

L's for libido, what happened to sex?
M is for memory; we forget what comes next.
N is neuralgia, in nerves way down low;
O is for osteo, bones that don't grow.

P for prescriptions. We have quite a few,
Give us a pill and we'll be good as new!
Q is for queasy, is it fatal or flu?
R is for reflux, one meal turns to two.

S is for sleepless nights, counting our fears,
T is for Tinnitus; bells in our ears!
U is for urinary; troubles with flow;
V for vertigo, that's 'dizzy,' you know.

W for worry, NOW what's going 'round?
X is for X-ray, and what might be found.
Y for another year we are left here behind,
Z is for zest WE still have -- in OUR minds.

We've survived all the symptoms, our body's deployed, and
We're keeping twenty-six doctors fully employed.
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AGM - April

I’ve been asked to pass on the following points about the forthcoming AGM

1. The AGM is the last call for those who haven't renewed their subs to do so.

2. The AGM is the last chance for those to let the Secretary have their details re the Data
Protection Act, after that they can ONLY pick up their newsletter at meeting and the
club cannot contact them as we do not have their permission.

3. There is a Full day on the day of the AGM, there will be simple projects to do, and
the raffle.

Club Lunch

This was held at the Crooklands hotel on Sunday, 1st March and was attended by a
total of 28 members and partners.

A very enjoyable gathering with an excellent meal - many thanks to Gordon McIver
for organising it.
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From Bill Robinson

Here are 4 things you might be interested in about mobile
phones:-
4 THINGS YOU PROBABLY NEVER KNEW YOUR MOBILE
PHONE COULD DO
There are a few things that can be done in times of grave emergencies. Your
mobile phone can actually be a life saver or an emergency tool for survival.
Check out the things that you can do with it:

FIRST - Emergency

The Emergency Number worldwide for Mobile is 112. If you find yourself out of
the coverage area of your mobile; network and there is an emergency, dial 112
and the mobile will search any existing network to establish the emergency
number for you, and interestingly this number 112 can be dialled even if the
keypad is locked. Try it out.

SECOND - Have you locked your keys in the car?

Does your car have remote keyless entry? This may come in handy someday.
Good reason to own a cell phone: If you lock your keys in the car and the spare
keys are at home, call someone at home on their mobile phone from your cell
phone.

Hold your cell phone about a foot from your car door and have the person at
your home press the unlock button, holding it near the mobile phone on their
end. Your car will unlock. Saves someone from having to
Drive your keys to you. Distance is no object. You could be hundreds of miles
away, and if you can reach someone who has the other 'remote' for your car, you
can unlock the doors (or the trunk).
Editor's Note: It works fine! We tried it out and it unlocked our car over a
mobile phone!'
(Note:  that’s the Editor of the original article, not me. Ken)

THIRD - Hidden Battery Power

Imagine your mobile battery is very low. To activate, press the keys *3370# Your
mobile will restart with this reserve and the instrument will show a 50% increase



18

in battery. This reserve will get charged when you charge your mobile next time.

FOURTH - How to disable a STOLEN mobile phone?

To check your Mobile phone's serial number, key in the following digits on your
phone: * # 0 6 #

A 15 digit code will appear on the screen. This number is unique to your handset.
Write it down and keep it somewhere safe. When your phone get stolen, you can
phone your service provider and give them this code. They will then be able to
block your handset so even if the thief changes the SIM card, your phone will be
totally useless. You probably won't get your phone back, but at least you know that
whoever stole it can't use/sell it either. If everybody does this, there would be no
point in people stealing mobile phones.

ATM - PIN Number Reversal - Good to Know

If you should ever be forced by a robber to withdraw money from an ATM
machine, you can notify the police by entering your PIN # in reverse. For example,
if your pin number is 1234, then you would put in 4321. The ATM system
recognizes that your PIN number is backwards from the ATM card you placed in
the machine. The machine will still give you the money you requested, but
unknown to the robber, the police will be immediately dispatched to the location.
This information was recently broadcast on CTV by Crime Stoppers however it is
seldom used because people just don't know about it. Please pass this along to
everyone.

I’ve no idea if all of these work - but I do know that not only ‘112’ but
also the (probably better known) ‘999’ can be dialled and by-pass a
locked keypad      Ed
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 Further information on the Garage sale.

 I still have about 100 sizeable pieces of mixed hardwoods to dispose of in
 my spare garage. All must go!

 The sale will be on Saturday 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th April, 9am until 1pm
 or by appointment.

 Rod Russel.  Tel. 01539 722925

 Tullimar. Parkside Road.  Kendal.

Editorial

It is my aim to publish the Newsletter from now onward as a quarterly magazine to be
issued at the March, June, September and December meetings.  I like to print about a
week before then, to allow time for collating, printing envelopes and insertions, stapling
and folding and, finally, filling the envelopes, so when you want items including, please
let me have them no later than, say, 10 days before the relevant meeting.

I’ve put a few things into this issue that are not just meant as, I hope, interesting but also
as examples of the sort of things that I’ll welcome, particularly bearing in mind what I
said in one of them - the production of the Newsletter itself, about the different ways I
can receive articles.

In all editions, there are likely to be articles gleaned from the Internet and these are
always likely to contain ‘Americanisms’.  I hope people will just accept this - I haven’t
the will to carry out translations of all of them!  Anyway, one member has always
accepted ‘Britishisms.!  ;)

On page 15, there are some points relating to the AGM, one of which is about the data
protection forms and another about subscription renewals.  I know of two members who,
since they can no longer take an active part, will not be renewing - they told me so - but
asked if they could continue to receive the Newsletter . The answer is yes but is will have
to be paid for, though I also publish it in electronic form for Internet users.  If anyone
else wishes to do this, please note that I shall be required to remove details from the
mailing list of those who haven’t let the Secretary have the data protection form so you
will need to let me know if you want a Newsletter.  I’m suggesting that anyone wanting
it posted send me a note with two stamps - one to return their Newsletter, the other to
cover the cost.  For the electronic, .pdf version, just send email, but as in the final
paragraph on page 8, Give a distinctive address line to counter spam.  There will be no
charge for that version but the files are pretty large - 2Mb or more.
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