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Paying us another visit, Tony again
produced some fresh ideas.  His
first item was a sycamore salad (or
couscous) bowl.  He mounted it by
expanding the chuck jaws into a
recess drilled to optimum size with
a Forstner drill.

It was made in two parts, the stand
also mounted in the same way.
Both bowl body and stand were
decorated with beads cut with
home made tools, ground from
gouges.  These can be purchased
commercially but only in one size -
small.  The home made ones can

obviously be made to any size
required.  The beads were cut,
coated with 60/40 sealer/thinners
which was
allowed to
dry before
taking
finishing
cuts.
(The grain is raised and stiffened,
improving the finish).  The outside
of the bowl was ebonised, using
Chestnut ebonising spray and the
inside finished with Chestnut, food
safe finish.

June - Tony Wilson
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Tony then went on to produce a
sycamore ‘Cloud’ bowl and a

‘shamrock’ one - probably the best

to start on, since there is less im-
balance ....

......and an oak-leaf one - in oak.

His demo finished with an elm
chalice......

......and a beech plant stand.

Tony is mentioned several times
on the Internet but does not appear
to have his own web site.
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Members’ items on display were a
group of eccentrically turned
figures from Roger; some of
Bryan’s (Mr Mouseman) mice; a
dish with an inset design of nails
and washers set in resin from Tony
Dickinson, inspired by an article in
‘Woodturner’.

The Talking Centipede

A single guy decided life would be
more fun if he had a pet.
So he went to the pet store and told
the owner that he wanted to buy an
unusual pet.
After some discussion, he finally
bought a talking centipede, (100
legged bug), which came in a little
white box to use for his house.
He took the box back home, found
a good spot for the box, and

decided he would start off by
taking his new pet to church with
him.
So he asked the centipede in the
box,"Would you like to go to
church with me today? We will
have a good time."
But there was no answer from his
new pet...
This bothered him a bit, but he
waited a few minutes and then
asked again, "How about going to
church with me and receive
blessings?"
But again, there was no answer
from his new friend and pet.
So he waited a few minutes more,
thinking about the situation.
The guy decided to invite the
centipede one last time.
This time he put his face up
against the centipede's house and
shouted, "Hey, in there! Would
you like to go to church with me
and learn about God?"

... YOU ARE GOING TO LOVE
THIS ...

This time, a little voice came out
of the box,

"I heard you the first time!
I'm putting on my shoes!"

From Bob  Brennan.
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July - Andrew Hall

Andrew - and his ‘Lovely Assist-
ant’, John! came to see us and make
us a hat - something like these.

He told us he was inspired by Jo-
hannes Michelson (Woodturning
No 120) and then got to work on a
large, heavy (since it had been im-
mersed in water until he had to set
off) piece of English Horse chest-
nut, to make - by popular demand -
a stetson.
The log was mounted on a
chucking ring and with the tail
stock used for more support, trued
round and a chucking spigot cut on
it.

To reduce the amount of wastage -
a lot of wood has to be removed to
change such a weight to something
comfortable to wear on the head! -
two rings were cut before shaping
the top of the hat. These can be
used for other projects, such as
making stands to display the hats.
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After shaping, the hat was reverse
chucked and the brim shaped.

When this was completed
satisfactorily, a bit more economy
was practiced - a core was cut out

before removing the rest of the
inside material and finishing the
inside.

The hat was then removed, a
special fitting mounted, with a light
incorporated - supplied via the
hollow, headstock spindle, with

John’s assistance, and the hat
mounted between it and the
tailstock for final finishing.

That concluded the demonstration
except to show how the hat is then
clamped to shape and allowed to
dry out before applying a finish.

There was also a display of club
members’ work.
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The day started cloudy and stayed
that way until the start of the
(outdoor) demo - when it started to
rain!
Nevertheless, Dave and Oli carried
on, insisting that they were used to
it, as long as we were OK.  With
numerous umbrellas and water-
proofs, we were!
Dave had already described their
main tool in the hall - a chain saw
mounted in a frame. - or ‘mill’.
Once outside, he steadied an alu-
minium ladder on the beech log to
be sawn and Oli used the mill for
the first cut.

When the saw had advanced into
the log, a wedge was tapped into
the cut to prevent the top section’s
weight closing the kerf.  When the
cut was complete and the first sec-
tion removed, Dave explained that
normally, they would then spend
some time making sure that the cut
surface was true - there was a
slight twist on this one - but to
save time, they would carry on.  A
length of wood, with a guide rail
mounted on it, was attached near

one edge with a screw near each
end.  A second, ‘mini-mill’ was
then used to make a vertical cut.
The was now ready for milling to
the sections required and the frame
of the main mill was adjusted to
cut the depth required and the top

August - David Elleray
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surface then used as a guide. Fur-
ther cuts can be made in the same
way.

The smaller, vertical mill can then
be used to section the resulting
planks as required.

Dave very generously gave several
pieces of the processed wood to
the club to be used for raising
charity funds.  They were auc-

tioned at the meeting, raising over
£30.

Here, Mitch
is showing
Dave some
examples of
the sort of
things his
wood may
be used for.

Dave can be reached as shown on
his card below.

Dave’s display took half the morn-
ing and for the remainder,  Pete
Osborne took over, showing us his
simple jig for gauging the chucking
spigot size; a demonstration of use
of a microwave oven for reducing
moisture content and cabriole legs.
In the photo are Pete’s jig and a
piece of ash that he is turning into a
bowl via several periods of
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‘cooking’ in the microwave oven,
with checks on moisture.......

and weight.

He also demonstrated the making
of cabriole legs and showed several
examples of them, long and short, a
set of the long ones having been
used to make a ‘trable’.

Some of his stools are shown top
right.

There were several pieces of
members’ work on display - a pen
holder from Ron Holmes,

two bowls and some ebony

miniatures, Bryan Wilson,  a Lyre
clock - pre-segmented work - from
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Bill Robinson.................

..........two spalted beech bowls
from Mitch Platt

and a shamrock bowl from Peter
Martindale.

Editorial

I have been looking for ways to
‘tidy up’ the newsletters and
make them easier on the eye.

To this end, I’ve changed the
layout to this two column ar-
rangement, which I hope is an
improvement.  (Barbara tells
me it is.  )

While I now edit in colour (for
the first three, I carefully
changed all the photos to black
and white!) and produce the
on-line version in colour (not
the first three), to print the
paper edition in colour is, I’m
afraid, far too expensive with
the resources I have available.
Even the black and white
edition is proving more costly
than I’d hoped!

Several Club members attended
the AWGB seminar at
Loughborough University
again.
Barbara and I both enjoyed it,
probably even more so because
I won a couple of raffle prizes.
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Computer Corner

Since I took over editing the
newsletter, I have been saving
copies as .pdf files (Acrobat
Reader) I sent  the last issue, by
email,  to Bob and Brian, who have
both left the club but asked if they
could still have the newsletters and
were happy to receive them that
way.
They are rather large files, since
unlike the printed version, the
photos are in full colour and
sending by email was, to put it
mildly, difficult.  I have now put the
last issue on line at
www.silverken.co.uk/cwa and, by
the time you read this, all issues
should be there, including this one.

If the photo below looks familiar,
it’s not surprising. It also appears
on page 4.  There, though  it is
larger and with the dark walls of the
hall as a background.
Removing that background
in a paint program would,
normally be a tedious job.
Doing it to that
photo took about
five minutes!  How?
A program I found, Fluid Mask, is
at:- www.vertustech.com/. It’s not
cheap,though - £99 but there is a
free trial available and a cheaper
alternative - also from Vertus, Play

with Pictures at £39.99 from
Amazon.

Another program - ‘program’, by
the way is correct spelling in
computerese -  is PhotoZoom. It’s
another expensive one, in the
current version - version 3 - but
older versions are available,
considerably cheaper.  Have a look
at www.benvista.com What it does
is to smooth out ‘jaggies’ in low
resolution pictures.

As stated in the article, Tony
Wilson does not appear to have a
web site.  Neither does Dave
Elleray, though Oli is at
www.coupland.uk.com - just his
business card there, currently.

There are two ‘YouTube films
showing part of the method at:-
www.fltsales.co.uk/attachments/a
laskan_mill_chainsaw_attachme
nts.htm

Andrew Hall has a site at
www.hallwoodhats.co.uk
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